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Tri-County Lutheran Parish 

March 21, 2021, Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Based on the ELW, Setting 1, with Communion   

Worship Leader:  Vicar Carolyn Lawrence 

Zoom Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89596686833 

 

Announcements       (*) stand, if able 

Gathering Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection 

Call to Worship 

L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.    

Confession and Forgiveness   

L: Out of the depths we cry to God, in our suffering and in our pain.  Out of the 

depths God cries to us, asking us to repent, to return to God with our whole 

hearts, to admit our sin, and to accept forgiveness.  Amen. 

So let us pray with one another, first in silence. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
L: Holy God, hear our prayer: 

C: For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness. 

For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us. 

For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist. 

For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us. 

We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 

The strength to amend our actions, 

And the hope that your grace awaits us. 

Through Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

L: Friends, hear this Good News: the love of the Triune God is beyond 

measure, and you are included in that love.  Know that in the name of Jesus 

Christ you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.  C: Amen. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89596686833
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Greeting   

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C:  And also with you.   

 

Prayer of the Day   

L:  Let us pray.  

C:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 

you receive our prayers.  Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of 

the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  32It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the LORD.  33But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people.  34No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and remember their sin no more. 

R: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 119:9-16 
9How shall the young keep their way clean?  By keeping to your word. 

10With my whole heart I seek you; let me not stray from your 

commandments.  

11I treasure your promise in my heart, that I may not sin against you. 
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12Blessed are you, O LORD; instruct me in your statutes.    

13With my lips I recite all the judgments of your mouth.  

14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees than in all manner of 

riches.  

15I will meditate on your commandments and give attention to your ways.  

16My delight is in your statutes; I will not forget your word.   

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, 

  “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 

 
6as he says also in another place, 
 

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent submission.  8Although he was a Son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

R: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a single grain; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  (John 12:24) 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.       

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  

21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, 

we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
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went and told Jesus.  23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 

Son of Man to be glorified.  24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit.  25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 

their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  26Whoever serves me must 

follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever serves 

me, the Father will honor. 

27“Now my soul is troubled.  And what should I say—‘Father, save me from 

this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  28Father, 

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and 

I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it 

was thunder.  Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 

“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  31Now is the judgment of 

this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  32And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to 

indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

L: The gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection 
      

L: Let us proclaim our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed. 

Apostles Creed   

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

    I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell; On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead.   
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    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 

and all in need.  A brief silence. 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more.  Make 

your church a community of forgiveness throughout the world.  Give your 

people courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities.  

Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Bless our Bishops, Synod 

Staff, Conference Deans, Pastors, Vicars, Seminarians, Church Musicians, Lay 

Leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public 

worship.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with 

your presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation.  Grant 

weather that prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, 

flooding, and wildfires (especially).  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

You promise to write your law on our hearts.  Guide citizens throughout the 

world to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and 

give them creativity to work for the welfare of all.   We pray for military 

personnel John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel Main, and Angela 

Silliman.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.  Restore the joy of all who need to 

know your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need 

healing of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve, especially Jo 

Ann Lowe, Douglas LeBrecht, Gena Davis, Barbara Slater, Bob S., Thomas 

Horan, Danny, Rob Gransfors, Dan Main, Mary and Frank, Frank Strantz, Sr., 

Maggie, Monique F, Hans Serazio, Vickie Achenbach, Grace, Etta, Son and 

family of Sue H., Bob and Rita Laffety, Bill McCumber, Carl Albertson, Michelle 
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and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David and Family, Justin 

and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Lew Hotaling, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily, Sheila, 

Paula, Gloria LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Mary Ann, Paul & family; Sue 

Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie 

M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, 

Barbara Ritrovato, Carmel Micalizzi, Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, 

Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus 

Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Sheri Patterson, Kyle Stickles, 

Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Grace Balint, Karen 

Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Christi Wright, Frank Ball, 

Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed 

Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill 

Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard Springstead, Tom Sanford, Adeline 

Carr, Mary Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, 

Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons, Millie Sparks, Lisa Freeman, Billy 

Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, for caregivers, hospice 

workers, and home health aides.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death.  Empower this congregation in 

discipleship.  Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, 

and learning ministries.  Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to 

follow Jesus.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19.  We pray for those serving in 

the COVID-19 front lines…Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke, Justine LaValley, 

Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, whether we speak them aloud on our lips, or in the 

silence of our hearts.   [Pause for prayers.]  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 
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In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified.  We praise you for those who have 

given us words to worship you (especially Thomas Cranmer).  With all those who 

have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting.  We pray for the family and 

friends of Larry Glander & Tracy Jensen.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Peace   

L:  I will give you all a moment to unmute yourselves…  The peace of Christ 

be with you always.   C:  And also with you. 

Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection  

Offering   

L:  We offer prayers of thanksgiving and ask blessings on the offerings given 

for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   

Offertory   

L:  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,   

C:  and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

L:  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,   

C:  that we may be fed with the bread of life.   

L:  Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;   

C:  unite them with the prayers we offer.   

L:  Grace our table with your presence,   

C:  and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Dialogue   

L:  The Lord be with you.   

C:  And also with you.   

L:  Lift up your hearts.   

C:  We lift them to the Lord.   

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
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Preface   

L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn:  

Holy, Holy, Holy  

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   

Thanksgiving at the Table   

L:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

L:  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me.   

Lord’s Prayer   

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.   

* Distribution of Communion  
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Post Communion Blessing 

L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

C: Amen 

 

* Prayer After Communion    

L: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen.    

* Blessing    

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you 

peace.  C: Amen.   

Dismissal   

L:  Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; 

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen 

the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

L:  And all God’s people say: 

C: Thanks be to God.  Amen! 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

For the Bishops, Synod Staff, our Conference Dean Jo Page, Pastor Dan, Pastor 

Samantha, Pastor Beth, Vicar Carolyn Lawrence, Seminarians, and Lay Leaders.     

For the families and friends of Larry Glander & Tracy Jensen.  

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19 and especially for those 

serving in the COVID-19 front lines…Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke, 

Justine Shultis LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.   

For those serving in the military: John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel 

Main, and Angela Silliman.   

For those in need of physical, mental, or spiritual healing: Jo Ann Lowe, Douglas 

LeBrecht, Gena Davis, Barbara Slater, Bob S., Thomas Horan, Danny, Rob 

Gransfors,  Phyllis Keeler, Dan Main, Mary and Frank, Frank Strantz, Sr., 

Maggie, Monique F, Hans Serazio, Vickie Achenbach, Grace, Etta, Son and 

family of Sue H., Bob and Rita Laffety, Bill McCumber,  Carl Albertson, Michelle 

and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David and Family, Justin 

and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Lew Hotaling, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily, Sheila, 

Paula, Gloria LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Mary AnnPaul & family; Sue 

Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie 

M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, 

Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel Micalizzi , Mary Keefes, Season 

Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat 

Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Sheri 

Patterson, Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda 

Taliaferro, Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, 

Christi Wright, Frank Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Barbara 

Slater, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen 

Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard 

Springstead, Tom Sanford, Adeline Carr, Mary Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, 

Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons, Millie 

Sparks, Lisa Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-

Rohrbacher, Richard Fitzgerald, their caregivers, and our parish members who 

due to COVID19 are unable to attend In-Person worship 


