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Tri-County Lutheran Parish 

May 2, 2021, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Based on the ELW, Setting 1, with Communion   

Worship Leader: Pastor Samantha Perret 

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84926059309 

 

Announcements  (*) notes where you may rise in body or spirit. 

Gathering Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection 

* Call to Worship 

L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.    

* Confession and Forgiveness   

L:  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God, and of one another. 

C:  Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know 

you, a heart to love you, and a will to serve you.  But our 

knowledge is imperfect, our love inconsistent, our obedience 

incomplete.  Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness.  In 

your tender love, forgive us through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

L:  In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are assured that there is 

no sin so terrible that God cannot forgive, no hurt so terrible that God 

cannot heal.  God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free.  Receive the 

forgiving love of God.   

C:  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

* Greeting   

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C:  And also with you.   

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84926059309
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* Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray.   

C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 

cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 

the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 

27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 

of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, 

“Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him 

reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture 

that he was reading was this: 

  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 

say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to 

speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 

about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; 

and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 

the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 



Page 3 of 11 

 

came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 

eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found 

himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 

the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 22:25-31 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows 

in the sight of those who fear the LORD.  

26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD 

give praise! May your hearts live forever!  

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the 

families of nations shall bow before God.  

28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go 

down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim 

to generations to come.  

31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to 

them, “The LORD has acted!”  

 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 

sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this 

is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 

also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
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13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 

us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent 

his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that 

Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and 

believe the love that God has for us.  

 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 

18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We 

love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 

whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

* Gospel Acclamation 

C: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  Alleluia.  You have the 

words of eternal life.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

* Gospel: John 15:1-8  

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.         

C: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 

by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 

as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 

and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
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7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.” 

L: The gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection 
      

L: Let us proclaim our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

* Nicene Creed   

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 
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* Prayers of Intercession 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in 

you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth 

so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Bless our Bishops, Synod 

Staff, Conference Deans, Pastors, Vicars, Seminarians, Church Musicians, Lay 

Leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public 

worship.   Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of 

creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth 

for life. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth 

assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love 

for those they are called to serve. We pray for military personnel John 

Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel Main, and Angela Silliman.  Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your 

love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the 

needs of all,  especially Sandy, the Slater/Dickson/Bachman family, Kim 

Roppolo, Katharine Kolb, William Pennant, Louis Martino,  Jo Ann Lowe, 

Douglas LeBrecht, Barbara Slater, Bob S., Thomas Horan, Danny, Rob 

Gransfors, Dan Main, Mary and Frank, Frank Strantz, Sr., Maggie, Monique F, 

Vickie Achenbach, Grace, Etta, Son and family of Sue H., Bill McCumber, Carl 

Albertson, Michelle and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David 

and Family, Justin and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Lew Hotaling, Logan, Maria, 

Jodi, Emily, Sheila, Paula, Bethany and family, Mary Ann, Paul & family; Sue 

Haverly, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie M., Josefine 
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Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, Barbara 

Ritrovato, Carmel Micalizzi, Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny 

Otterbeck, Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus 

Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Sheri Patterson, Kyle 

Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Grace 

Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Frank Ball, 

Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed 

Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill 

Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard Springstead, Tom Sanford, 

Adeline Carr, Mary Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, 

Kirt, Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons, Millie Sparks, Lisa Freeman, 

Billy Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, for caregivers, 

hospice workers, and home health aides.  Grant respite and renewal... Help 

us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19.  We pray for those 

serving in the COVID-19 front lines…Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke, 

Justine LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.  Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 
 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, whether we speak them aloud on our lips, or in the 

silence of our hearts.  [Pause for prayers.]  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with 

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you) We pray 

for the family and friends of Lorene Bowes and Gloria LaCrosse.  With them, 

may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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* Peace   

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 

Prayer / Silent Meditation / Musical Reflection  

Offering   

L:  We offer prayers of thanksgiving and ask blessings on the offerings given 

for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   

* Offertory   

L:  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,   

C:  and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

L:  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,   

C:  that we may be fed with the bread of life.   

L:  Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;   

C:  unite them with the prayers we offer.   

L:  Grace our table with your presence,   

C:  and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

* Dialogue   

L:  The Lord be with you.   

C:  And also with you.   

L:  Lift up your hearts.   

C:  We lift them to the Lord.   

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

 

* Preface   

L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 

the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 

and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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* Holy, Holy, Holy  

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   

* Thanksgiving at the Table   

L:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

L:  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me.   

* Lord’s Prayer   

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.   

* Distribution of Communion  

 

* Post Communion Blessing 

L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen 
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* Prayer After Communion    

L: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen.    

* Blessing    

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen.   

* Dismissal   

L:  Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; 

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen 

the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

L:  And all God’s people say: 

C: Thanks be to God.  Amen and ALLELUIA !! 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

For the Bishops, Synod Staff, our Conference Dean Jo Page, Pastor Dan, Pastor 

Samantha, Pastor Beth, Vicar Carolyn Lawrence, Seminarians, and Lay Leaders.     

For the families and friends of Lorene Bowes and Gloria LaCrosse.   

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19 and especially for those 

serving in the COVID-19 front lines…Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke, 

Justine Shultis LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.   

For those serving in the military: John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel 

Main, and Angela Silliman.   

For those in need of physical, mental, or spiritual healing: Sandy, the 

Slater/Dickson/Bachman family, Kim Roppolo, Katharine Kolb, William Pennant, 

Louis Martino, Jo Ann Lowe, Douglas LeBrecht, Barbara Slater, Bob S., Thomas 

Horan, Danny, Rob Gransfors,  Phyllis Keeler, Dan Main, Mary and Frank, Frank 

Strantz, Sr., Maggie, Monique F, Vickie Achenbach, Grace, Etta, Son and family of 

Sue H., Bill McCumber, Carl Albertson, Michelle and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, 

Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David and Family, Justin and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Lew 

Hotaling, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily, Sheila, Paula, Bethany and family, Mary Ann, 

Paul & family; Sue Haverly, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie 

M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, Barbara 

Ritrovato, Carmel Micalizzi , Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny 

Otterbeck, Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, 

Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Sheri Patterson, Kyle Stickles, Bonnie 

Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, 

Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Frank Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; 

Doris Smith, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, 

Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard 

Springstead, Tom Sanford, Adeline Carr, Mary Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy 

Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons, Millie Sparks, 

Lisa Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, Richard 

Fitzgerald, their caregivers, and our parish members who due to COVID19 are 

unable to attend In-Person worship. 

 


