Tri-County Lutheran Parish
December 20, 2020, Fourth Sunday in Advent
Based on the ELW, Setting 1. Worship Leader: Vicar Carolyn Lawrence
Zoom Link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/7700997419

Announcements

Call to worship
L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and

sustains us and all of creation. C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

C: Jesus, who comes as new birth, we have prepared for you with
comfortable traditions and humble requests. We have
memorialized your birth as if it was a past act and not the bold
declaration of a living God. We have rested in the safer hope of
your work, abandoning our call as co-creators of the Beloved
Community, harming your children with our ill-informed action
and comfort-catering inaction. All this we humbly confess. Help
us remember in this season of anticipation that we prepare not
only for you, but because of you. Challenge us to examine our
intentions, and to hold sacred both the act of preparing, and the

transforming justice love of the one who comes. Amen

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In
the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith. C: Amen.
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Hymn Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn ELW 242
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Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Advent Hymn Light One Candle ELW 240
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
‘Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him

rest from all his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan,
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
*Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is
with you.”
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“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: °Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to
live in? °I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. "Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built
me a house of cedar?” ®Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; “and I have been
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones
of the earth. '°And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more;
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, '‘from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LorD will make you a
house. '®Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before

me; your throne shall be established forever.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, “’my spirit rejoices in God my

Savior,

““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From

this day all generations will call me blessed:
“°you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.

°‘You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to

generation.
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>You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their

conceit,
>’casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
>3You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

>“You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the

promise of mercy,

>>the promise made to our forbears, to Abraham and his children forever.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
2>Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages “°but is now disclosed, and through the
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—?"to the

only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
C: Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words

of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 15t chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, “’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. “®And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” °But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
*The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor

with God. *'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
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you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. *He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” **Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” *>The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *°And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with
God.” *®*Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with

me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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Hymn Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
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L: Let us proclaim our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.

Apostles Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
into hell; On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and

the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. A brief silence.

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray
for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths (Nearby churches,
mosques, temples, and synagogues may be named). We pray for our
Bishops, Synod Staff, Conference Deans, Pastors, Vicars, Seminarians,
Church Musicians, Lay Leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers
and talents to public worship Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate
understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our

community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you.
Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that
surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. Your

mercy is great.
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Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for
the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. We
pray also for active-duty personnel, especially John Schatzle, Matt White,
Aldan Race, Daniel Main, and Angela Silliman. Guide all people entrusted
with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us,

O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich
away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition.
Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries.
Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround
everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender
presence, especially for Katie M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma
Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel
Micalizzi , Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck,
Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene
Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Vickie Achenbach, Sheri Patterson, Bill S.,
Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro,
Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Christi
Wright, Frank Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Barbara
Slater, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware,
Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard
Springstead, Tom Sanford, Adeline Carr, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt,
Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons,
Millie Sparks, Robert Millius, Lisa Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover,
Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, strengthen caregivers, doctors, medical care
workers, and all who see to the needs of the weary or ill, and those we name

before you..... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We
give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other
ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out
as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders
in our own time. We pray for the family and friends of Linda Mack,
Rosemary Bruce, Pastor Charles Boomhower, Alice Schubert, Edward Lyons,
Shirley Gresens. We pray for comfort and peace for their families and all
who mourn them. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O

God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19. We pray for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke,
Justine LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick. Hear us, O God. Your

mercy is great.

Hear our prayers, O Lord, whether we speak them aloud on our lips, or in
the silence of our hearts. [Pause for prayers.] Hear us, O God. Your

mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace
L: I will give you all a moment to unmute yourselves... The peace of Christ
be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering
We offer prayers of thanksgiving and ask blessings on the offerings sent

electronically or by mail for the mission of the church including the care of

those in need.
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Offertory
: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence,

O - o 0O o0

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Dialogue
: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

O M o 0 o

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
L: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,

through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving at the Table
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* Distribution of Communion
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.

C: Amen

Post Communion Blessing
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* Prayer After Communion
L: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

* Blessing
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW 251
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My soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; | sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
To all who live in ho - ly fear your mer-cy ev - er  flows.
To Is - ra - el, vyour ser- vant blest, your help 15 ev - er sure;
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You lookedup - on my low - li - ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-"ry land and ev - ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead:

Sing glo-ry to the Ho - Iy One, give hon-or to the Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -ly is your name.

the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.

and praise the Pow'r of  the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Dismissal
L: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen
the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: Please unmute yourselves... And all God’s people say:
C: Thanks be to God. Amen and ALLELUIA!
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS

For the Bishops, Synod Staff, our Conference Dean Jo Page, Pastor Dan,
Pastor Samantha, Pastor Beth, Vicar Carolyn Lawrence, Seminarians, and
Lay Leaders.

For the families and friends of... Linda Mack, Rosemary Bruce, Pastor Charles
Boomhower, Alice Schubert, Edward Lyons, Shirley Gresens.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19 and especially for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke,
Justine Shultis LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.

For those serving in the military: John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race,
Daniel Main, and Angela Silliman.

For those in need of physical, mental, or spiritual healing: Katie M., Josefine
Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, Barbara
Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel Micalizzi, Mary Keefes, Season Hubley,
Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Lucinda & Sharon DeFlumer,
Roberta Wormuth, Lincoln Page, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Sheri Patterson,
Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Vickie
Achenbach, Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Arlene Taylor, Joan
Crow, Billy Crow, Robin Crow, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Sasha Shultis,
Robert Millius, Shirley Bryan, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons , Millie
Sparks, Tom Sanford, Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes,
Christi Wright, Frank Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake, Robert and family,
Etta Shultis, Doris Smith, Barbara Slater, Vivian Becker, Lynn LaFave, Joy H.,
Kirk Dixon, Jean Bruce, Ed Schomaker, Dave, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware,
Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Joyce, Frank Johnson, Bill Duke, Patty Bervy,
Carol Voeks, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard Springstead, Adeline Carr,
Mary-Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Debbie
Hammond, Tonya, Lisa Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul
Rees-Rohrbacher, Richard Fitzgerald, their caregivers, and our parish
members who due to COVID19 are unable to attend In-Person worship.
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