Tri-County Lutheran Parish
January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Based on the ELW, Setting 1. Worship Leader: Pastor Sam Perret
Zoom Link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/7700997419

Announcements

Call to worship
L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who was in the beginning, who

makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have
turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant
mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only
to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus

Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all
people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of

grace. C: Amen.
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Hymn Dearest Jesus, At Your Word ELW 520
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1 Dear - est Je - sus, at your word we have come a -
2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to  you and
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless - ed light;
Q ad - o - ra - tion! Grant us what we need the  most:
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and in glow-ing faith be  near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light un - cloud - ed. All good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and
all  your gos-pel’s con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw wus whol - ly up to heav - en.
all good liv - ing come but by your gra - clous giv -  ing.
songs may please you, as with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we  greet you.
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

C: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your

radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring

wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our

confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
[Moses said:] '°The LorD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me

from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. '°This is what
you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly
when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever
again see this great fire, I will die.” *”Then the LORD replied to me: “They are
right in what they have said. '°I will raise up for them a prophet like you
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. ‘°Anyone who
does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself
will hold accountable. “°But any prophet who speaks in the name of other
gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not

commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 111
'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LOrRD with my whole heart, in the

assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
’Great are your works, O LoORD, pondered by all who delight in them.

*Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures

forever.

“You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and

full of compassion.
°You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.

°Y¥ou have shown your people the power of your works in giving them

the lands of the nations.

‘The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts

are sure.
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®They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and

equity.

“You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;

holy and awesome is your name.

'°The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice

this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
‘Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess

knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. ?Anyone who claims to
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; *but anyone
who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” *Indeed, even
though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there
are many gods and many lords—°yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

/It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat
as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.
®Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat,
and no better off if we do. °But take care that this liberty of yours does not
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. '°For if others see you,
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not,
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food
sacrificed to idols? ''So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom
Christ died are destroyed. '?But when you thus sin against members of your
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
STherefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I
may not cause one of them to fall.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the

words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
L: The Holy Gospel according Mark, the First chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

?I[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came,
he entered the synagogue and taught.”’They were astounded at his teaching,
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. “?Just
then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, “and he
cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” *°But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” “°And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. ?’They
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, *“What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.” “®At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding

region of Galilee.

L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn Take, Oh Take Me As I Am ELW 814
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.
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L: Let us proclaim our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.

Apostles Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell; On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he

will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the

church, the world, and all people in need. A brief silence.

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the
world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church
and its ministries; for our Bishops, Synod Staff, Conference Deans, Pastors,
Vicars, Seminarians, Church Musicians, Lay Leaders, and all people who

contribute their prayers and talents to public worship, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests
and farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all

that exists, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and
legal aid attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all
responsible for the well-being of civil society. We pray for our military
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personnel, especially for John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel Main,

and Angela Silliman let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and
hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness,
those who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need, especially Phyllis
Keeler, Michelle and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, Kate
Ackerman, David and Family, Justin and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Darren and
Tina Faulkner, Lew Hotaling, Katrina and Kyle, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily,
Sheila, Paula, Gloria LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Dolores Heilmann, Paul &
family; Karen Lasher, Sue Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael
Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis,
Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik, Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh,
Carmel Micalizzi , Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck,
Catherine, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene
Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Vickie Achenbach, Sheri Patterson, Bill S.,
Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro,
Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Christi
Wright, Frank Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Barbara
Slater, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Ed Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware,
Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Bill Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard
Springstead, Tom Sanford, Adeline Carr, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt,
Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons,
Millie Sparks, Robert Millius, Lisa Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover,
Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, for caregivers, hospice workers, and home

health aides, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
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For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from
worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God

in this place and for other needs in our community (especially), let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving
for the baptized who have died in the Lord. We pray for the family and
friends of Darren Rybka, Kay Victorson, Carolyn Wheeler, Judith Sano,
MaryAnn Prince, John Rybka, Jr., Bob Lord, Linda Mack, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19. We pray for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy
Fiebke, Justine LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick. let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Hear our prayers, O Lord, whether we speak them aloud on our lips, or in the

silence of our hearts. [Pause for prayers.] let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake

of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Peace
L: I will give you all a moment to unmute yourselves... The peace of Christ
be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering
L: We offer prayers of thanksgiving and ask blessings on the offerings sent

electronically or by mail for the mission of the church including the care

of those in need.
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Offertory

L: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

C: and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

L: Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
C: that we may be fed with the bread of life.

L: Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

C: unite them with the prayers we offer.

L: Grace our table with your presence,

C: and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
Dialogue

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* Distribution of Communion

Post Communion Blessing
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.

C: Amen

* Prayer After Communion
L: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
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* Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you

peace. C: Amen.

Hymn Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW 655
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
0 u
) A - ! P |
y 4 A fr—

o

Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of  pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.
quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Dismissal

L: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen

the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: Please unmute yourselves... And all God’s people say:

C: Thanks be to God. Amen and ALLELUIA!
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS

For the Bishops, Synod Staff, our Conference Dean Jo Page, Pastor Dan, Pastor
Samantha, Pastor Beth, Vicar Carolyn Lawrence, Seminarians, and Lay Leaders.

For the families and friends of... Darren Rybka, Kay Victorson Carolyn Wheeler,
Judith Sano, MaryAnn Prince, John Rybka, Jr., Rob Lord, Linda Mack, Rosemary
Bruce.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19 and especially for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke,
Justine Shultis LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.

For those serving in the military: John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel
Main, and Angela Silliman.

For those in need of physical, mental, or spiritual healing: Phyllis Keeler,
Michelle and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, Kate Ackerman,
David and Family, Justin and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Darren and Tina Faulkner
Lew Hotaling, Katrina and Kyle, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily, Sheila, Paula, Gloria
LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Dolores Heilmann, Paul & family; Karen Lasher, Sue
Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie
M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett, Michelle Majercsik,
Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel Micalizzi, Mary Keefes, Season
Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Lucinda & Sharon DeFlumer,
Roberta Wormuth, Lincoln Page, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman, Sheri Patterson,
Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot Petersen, Vickie
Achenbach, Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Arlene Taylor, Joan
Crow, Billy Crow, Robin Crow, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Sasha Shultis,
Robert Millius, Shirley Bryan, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons , Millie Sparks,
Tom Sanford, Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Frank Ball,
Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake, Robert and family, Etta Shultis, Doris Smith,
Barbara Slater, Vivian Becker, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Kirk Dixon, Ed Schomaker,
Dave, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Joyce, Frank
Johnson, Bill Duke, Patty Bervy, Carol Voeks, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter,
Richard Springstead, Adeline Carr, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy
Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Debbie Hammond, Tonya, Lisa Freeman, Billy
Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, Richard Fitzgerald,
their caregivers, and our parish members who due to COVID19 are unable to

attend In-Person worship.
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