Tri-County Lutheran Parish
February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Based on the ELW, Setting 1. Worship Leader: Pastor Beth George
Zoom Link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/7700997419

Announcements

Call to worship
L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who was in the beginning, who

makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have
turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant
mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only
to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus

Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all
people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of

grace. C: Amen.
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Hymn Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LBW 559
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1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra-cious Mas- ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je-sus charms our fearsand bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He breaks the pow’r of can - celed sin; he  sets the pris-"ner  free.
5 To God all glor-y, praise, and love be nowand ev - er givn
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
His blood can make the foul-est clean; his blood a - vails for me.
by saints be - low and saints a-bove, the church in earth and heav’n.

Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.

C: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the
faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your
good news may be made known to the ends of your creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
’'Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from

the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
2Tt is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads
them like a tent to live in; *who brings princes to naught, and makes the

rulers of the earth as nothing.

*4Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken
root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the

tempest carries them off like stubble.
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2>To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy
One. “SLift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings
out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is
great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. ?’Why do you say,
O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right
is disregarded by my God”? “®Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does
not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. “°He gives
power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. °°Even youths will faint
and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; *'but those who wait for the
LoRrRD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,

they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
'Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to

honor God with praise!
°The LoRD rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel.
“The LORD heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.

“The LORD counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their

names.

°Great is our LORD and mighty in power; there is no limit to God’s wisdom.

°The Lorbp lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the ground.
’Sing to the LoRD with thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God,

‘who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth,

making grass to grow upon the mountains.
°God provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they cry.

'God is not impressed by the might of a horse, and has no pleasure

in the speed of a runner,
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put finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, in those who await God’s

steadfast love. “°“Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
1°If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an

obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! '’For
if I do this of my own will, T have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am
entrusted with a commission. ®*What then is my reward? Just this: that in
my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make

full use of my rights in the gospel.

9For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all,
so that I might win more of them. “°To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order
to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though
I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. ?'To
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside
the law. “’To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. 1

have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some.

231 do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the

words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*9As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. *°Now Simon’s mother-

in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. *'He

Page 4 of 13



came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her,

and she began to serve them.

*’That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons. *°And the whole city was gathered around the door.
**And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out
many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they

knew him.

*>In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a
deserted place, and there he prayed. *°And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. *’When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” *®*He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns,
so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out
to do.” *?And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their

synagogues and casting out demons.

L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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Hymn Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still  thirst. Make us your  bread,
warmith, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
n hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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J your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er signs of your king - dom  come.
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church gath -ered to - day.

L: Let us proclaim our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.

Apostles Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he

descended into hell; On the third day he rose again; he ascended

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he

will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the

church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice,
and military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who
proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ. We pray for our
Bishops, Synod Staff, Conference Deans, Pastors, Vicars, Seminarians,
Church Musicians, Lay Leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers

and talents to public worship, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle
and the rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all

creatures of the earth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for
community organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health
organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom
in service to those most in need. We pray for military personnel, especially
for John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel Main, and Angela Silliman;

let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking
supportive relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with
chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress,
and for all who cry out to you, especially Phyllis Keeler, Michelle and Wally,
Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David and Family, Justin and Kim,
Bridie G, Michelle, Lew Hotaling, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily, Sheila, Paula,

Gloria LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Dolores Heilmann, Paul & family; Karen
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Lasher, Sue Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump, Leslig,
Holly, Kayla, Katie M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett,
Michelle Majercsik, Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel Micalizzi ,
Mary Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Cindy
D., Jackie Bachman, Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn,
Margot Petersen, Vickie Achenbach, Sheri Patterson, Bill S., Kyle Stickles,
Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Grace Balint,
Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Debbie Hammond, Christi Wright, Frank
Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake; Doris Smith, Barbara Slater, Lynn
LaFave, Joy H., Ed Schomaker, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen Schubert,
Jim Trimmer, Bill Duke, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter, Richard Springstead,
Tom Sanford, Adeline Carr, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt,
Tonya, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons, Millie Sparks, Robert Millius, Lisa
Freeman, Billy Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, for
caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray. Have

mercy, O God.

For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here
(especially); for parish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship
and support, for the young people in this place who open us to new

understandings, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now
rest from their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of
God. We pray for the family and friends of Darren Faulkner, Alice Holt,
George Havlick, Michelle Rigney, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Darren Rybka, Kay

Victorson, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19. We pray for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy
Fiebke, Justine LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick. let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
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Hear our prayers, O Lord, whether we speak them aloud on our lips, or in the

silence of our hearts. [Pause for prayers.] let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake

of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Peace
L: I will give you all a moment to unmute yourselves... The peace of Christ
be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering
L: We offer prayers of thanksgiving and ask blessings on the offerings sent

electronically or by mail for the mission of the church including the care

of those in need.

Offertory

L: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

C: and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

L: Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
C: that we may be fed with the bread of life.

L: Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

C: unite them with the prayers we offer.

L: Grace our table with your presence,

C: and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
Dialogue

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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Preface
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* Distribution of Communion
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Post Communion Blessing
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.

C: Amen

* Prayer After Communion
L: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

* Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you

peace. C: Amen.
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Hymn I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time | tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for somehave nev - er heard
a And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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the mes-sage of sal - va- tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
ru sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je -sus and his love.
Dismissal

L: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen

the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: Please unmute yourselves... And all God’s people say:

C: Thanks be to God. Amen and ALLELUIA!
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS

For the Bishops, Synod Staff, our Conference Dean Jo Page, Pastor Dan, Pastor
Samantha, Pastor Beth, Vicar Carolyn Lawrence, Seminarians, and Lay Leaders.

For the families and friends of... Alice Holt, George Havlick, Darren Faulkner,
Michelle Rigney, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Darren Rybka, Kay Victorson.

We pray for all those who are affected by COVID-19 and especially for those
serving in the COVID-19 front lines...Allison White, Ted Fiebke, Amy Fiebke,
Justine Shultis LaValley, Jason Vernon, and Jared Frick.

For those serving in the military: John Schatzle, Matt White, Aldan Race, Daniel
Main, and Angela Silliman.

For those in need of physical, mental, or spiritual healing: Phyllis Keeler,
Michelle and Wally, Vincent Masa, Tari, Johnna, Tonya, Alicia, David and Family,
Justin and Kim, Bridie G, Michelle, Lew Hotaling, Logan, Maria, Jodi, Emily,
Sheila, Paula, Gloria LaCrosse, Bethany and family, Dolores Heilmann, Paul &
family; Karen Lasher, Sue Haverly, Lorene Bowes, Sue Erickson, Michael Bump,
Leslie, Holly, Kayla, Katie M., Josefine Payne, Joy, Nadine Davis, Emma Burnett,
Michelle Majercsik, Barbara Ritrovato, Burma Cavanagh, Carmel Micalizzi, Mary
Keefes, Season Hubley, Judy Paine, Bunny Otterbeck, Catherine, Lucinda &
Sharon DeFlumer, Roberta Wormuth, Lincoln Page, Cindy D., Jackie Bachman,
Sheri Patterson, Pat Brundage, Claus Marzahl, Arlene Zahn, Al Zahn, Margot
Petersen, Vickie Achenbach, Kyle Stickles, Bonnie Walsh, Ivan Morales, Arlene
Taylor, Joan Crow, Billy Crow, Robin Crow, Jacob Race, Linda Taliaferro, Sasha
Shultis, Robert Millius, Shirley Bryan, the Pfrommer family, Jack Lyons , Millie
Sparks, Tom Sanford, Grace Balint, Karen Mc Neff, Sara Scott-Fluentes, Frank
Ball, Doris Hatfield, Angela & Jake, Robert and family, Etta Shultis, Doris Smith,
Barbara Slater, Vivian Becker, Lynn LaFave, Joy H., Kirk Dixon, Ed Schomaker,
Dave, Pat Kingsbury, Kayte Ware, Karen Schubert, Jim Trimmer, Joyce, Frank
Johnson, Bill Duke, Patty Bervy, Carol Voeks, Matt White, Dorothy Teeter,
Richard Springstead, Adeline Carr, Mary-Ann Hipwell, Xavier Schmidt, Nancy
Lansing, Bob Bedell, Kirt, Debbie Hammond, Tonya, Lisa Freeman, Billy
Freeman, Patty Westover, Pastor Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, Richard Fitzgerald,
their caregivers, and our parish members who due to COVID19 are unable to
attend In-Person worship.
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